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Western Art News

Complete Overhaul

Joseph Henry Sharp’s Taos studio gets a comprehensive renovation

in anticipation of a variety of summer events.

wo of Western art’s most
famous artists not only

helped co-found the Taos

Society of Artis! ther, but

their studios wer ) next door

0 each other on the

n Taos, New Mexic
ving Couse, the Taos Society's
first president, and Joseph Henry
Sharp. wha first visited Taos in

1893 and encouraged his fellow
artists to visit, were two of most
nfluential members of the six
Taos founders. Their contnibutions
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ich is made wp

i Couse’s home, gardens an

jo and two of Sharp's

ncluding

The Luna Chapel, built

1 1835, has served as an »

studio for generations of artists

juseph Henry Sharp's ¢

novated Luna Chapel, St

hiets Son n display in the recen

since Sharp's death in 195

was recently renovated from
wp to bottom by the Couse
foundation, which oversees the

storsc site. “The renovation

s comple now, but it was
xtersive,” says Davison Packard
Koemg, executve director and
wrator at the site. “Evervthing
from new flooring, new lighting,
mvironmental controls, new
mbing...we cven replastered
the walls, and when they work

n the mud in there you can't sce
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ndertaking

Koenig the renovanon Resea

also preserved two oddities in the
riginal design: a second-floor
doorway from a loft that leads
10 a drop-off on the side of the
building; and a “round-square
window, round on the outside

and square on the inside. The

P's first studio in Taos, New Mexic

An undated historic g

hoto of the Luna Chapel. Courtesy of McCracken

h Library, Buttalo Bill Center of the West, Cody, WY

oseph Henry S

the Couse-Sha

oseph Heary Sha

explaned

vation, funded in part
wrous donation from the
Tia Collection, was finished for
busy summer, which includes an

exhibition, lectu a gala and

Courtes

ourtesy of McCracken
wly, WY.Cody, WY
many other eve Events kick off

June 9 with the exhibstion jc

Henry Sha S Work

an Ame nd, which

will feature work by

T

the famous

antist, ine

uding some work
kely painted in the Luna Chapel

mare than a century ago. The

of MecCracken Resear

wary, Butfalo Bill Cer

exhibition will be followed on

une 10 by a lecture on Shamp at

the nearby Hanwe Museum of

Art, and then the Fiith Biennial

sala Art Auction and

at the El Monte Sagrado Res

Additonal events include

exhibition Seidom Se

Stovies on July 1, and ) Vanous
open house events scheduled foe

August, September and October

For a full schedule, visit

www.couse-sharp. org
Couse Foundation board

member Laura Finlyy Smith

curator of Santa Fe's ia Collectio

savs the renovated Luna Chape

come a ay from where

once was. “Because

ant studio ever since Sharp,
was paint splatter on the floor

and other places. it needed some
TLC because it's a beastiful space

The light in there s spectacula

t would be an artist’s dream

gor of the West, Cody, WY

Senith says. “So what the studio

received was really great. Sharp

was not only one of the founders

Taos Society of Amists, he

ho got [Emest

ol the

was the one

Blumenschein and [Bert Geer
Phillips and others 1o come see
faos. He was quite enamored

with it
Joseph Henry Sharp. The

Life and Work of an Americas

Legend will feature loaned pie

from the Tia Collection. “The T
Collection is very much about
sharing, about exposin:

g works in

collection to a really broad

audience. W wk with 40 10 5(

pstitutions around the wor!
Semith says. “We're loaning five

als for the

st Sharp orig

show that s expected to have 20

1o 25 works
The newly renovated gallery

will officially open along with the

new exhibition on June 9. ¢




