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The Couse Foundation
celebrates 20 years

BY DENAMILLER

AVISON KOENIG, Executive
D director and curator for the

Couse-Sharp Historic Site,
is fond of quoting the late author
Frank Waters and his take on the
community Waters knew as well as
just about anyone: “For a tiny hin-
terland community that has never
heard the whistle of a train, Taos’
impact has been exceeded by few
metropolitan communities.”

It wasn't hyperbole on Waters’ part;
to anyone with a modicum of histori-
cal or cultural awareness it's a given
extraordinary things happened here
and continue to this day. And thanks
to the dedicated efforts of The Couse
Foundation - celebrating its 20th anni-
versary this year — history both remains
alive and catapults Taos into the future.

“Our story is a significant national
one,” Koenig explained. “It's one of Taos
being an intellectual center as much as
a collective community of artists.”

Join the foundation in celebrating
their noteworthy occasion by partici-
pating in TCF’s 20th Anniversary Com-
memoration. The purchase of your
$100 ticket to the online event enters
you into a drawing for the virtual door
prize of renowned artist Josh Elliot’s
oil-on-canvas titled “A Friendship,” and
every ticket purchaser will receive a
special commemorative gift as well.

To be eligible for the drawing, tickets
must be purchased by 5 p.m. MT on
June 5, and the winner will be selected
on June 12 at 11 a.m. You need not be
“present” to win, according to the web-
site, couse-sharp.org.

28  TEMPO | MAY27-JUNE2,2021

COURTESY PHOTO

Couse Foundation Director Davison Koenig

“We have raised $2 million toward
the [Lunder Research Center] LRC
and $1 million in pledged endowment
funding,” Koenig said. “With the anni-
versary celebration we are restarting
our capital campaign after shutting
down during the pandemic,” noting
that private and bank financing contin-
ued the project during the shutdown.
“Our donors and supporters are the key
to maintaining TCF’s mission.”

Beyond its custodianship of the
Couse-Sharp Historic Site, TCF is
focused upon the construction of the
Lunder Research Center which is cur-
rently anticipating a completion date of

mid-2022. The $3 million renovation of
the former Mission Galley is uniquely
poised to be a state-of-the-art muse-
um, research library, learning center,
archive and exhibit space dedicated to
the early Taos art colony and Taos Soci-
ety of Artists.

Koenig noted there is overwhelming
support for the center from museums,
scholars and donors across the country.
Thomas Brent Smith, director of the
Petrie Institute of Western American
Art at the Denver Art Museumn, said the
center “will be the first institution solely
dedicated to the work of the Taos Soci-
ety of Artists. It is sure to play a critical

role by creating an epicenter for the
preservation, study and promotion of
work created in one of the most impor-
tant art colonies of the American West.”

As a repository for documents and
art created, and artifacts collected, by
the 12 members of the Taos Society
of Artists, the center’s materials will
include original documents and cor-
respondence; photographic prints and
negatives; sketchbooks; original works
of art; scholarly papers relating to the
group; and Native American art and
ethnographic items.

The Mission Gallery building was
acquired in late 2018 with an initial
endowment from the Peter and Paula
Lunder family and capital funding
administered by the foundation. Com-
bined with the homes and studios of E.
Irving Couse and J. H. Sharp -- original
members of the Taos Society of Artists
— the complex occupies over two acres
on the corner of historic Kit Carson
Road and Quesnel Street.

Arroyo Seco architects, David and
Alix Henry, designed the repurposing
of the building to preserve many of
its own important historic features.
General contractor Los Alamitos I,
with Paul Espinoza at the helm, has
transformed the space with light and
airiness abounding.

According to Koenig, the Lunder
Research Center will have a soft open-
ing in October featuring the center’s
first artist-in-residence, Mark Maggiori,
and his show, “Taos Pueblo Portraits.”

The impressive momentum of The
Couse Foundation relies not only upon
their donors and benefactors, but also
upon the dedication and support of
its staff, the Board of Directors and the
foundation’s National Advisory Council,
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Work is ongoing inside the new archival library.

Koenig said.

“We would especially like to men-
tion Rich Rinehart, president of our
board, who is the co-project manager
with me on the Lunder Research Cen-
ter construction and capital campaign,
and has been working tirelessly,” Koe-
nig noted on behalf of himself and
program manager Regina Scherffius.
“Holly Azzari, is our vice president and
volunteer coordinator and helps us
run a tight ship; Virginia Couse Leavitt
is our secretary and continues to work

full time for the site; and Jeanne Tim-
ber, is our treasurer and helps keep us
above board.”

The Couse-Sharp Historic Site,
located at 145 Kit Carson Road, is listed
on the National Register of Historic
Places and the New Mexico Register of
Cultural Properties.

To request an appointment-only
tour of the property and for additional
information on the upcoming gala
events please call 575-751-0369, or visit
couse-sharp.org.
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